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THIS ENPS MY 
MERCURY PLAN. 
NEXT UP IS MY 
VENUS PLAN/ 

JUST LETTING 
k YOU KNOW/ 

liii-i 

AFTER SEEING MY \ 

TERRIBLE POWER UP CLOSE, / PLANET 

I CAN ONLY IMAGINE THAT l KINO/ 
YOU'P BE LOATH TO OET IN {i 

MY WAY EVER AOAIN/ ,/V. 

BUT JUST WAIT ANP SEE/ 
ROBIN ANP X WILL PUT 
AN ENP TO ANY CRIME 
SPREE, EVEN IF IT MEANS 
RISKING OUR LIVES' 

rrnm 

.vH 

PLANET KINO, YOU'RE A \ 

PAIN IN THE ASTEROIP/ / 

BRAGGING ABOUT YOUR ) 

UPCOMING CRIMES L 

BECAUSE YOU THINK WE'RE M 

ANP I'M NOT STOPPING 
THERE/ THERE'S ALSO MY 
JUPITER PLAN, MY SATURN 
PLAN, ANP-YOU OET THE 
IPEA/ THERE'S PLENTY 

FOR YOU TO LOOK 
FORWARP TO/ ^ 

L.vlAm^ 

























ALL RIOHT, 
LET'S CONTACT 
CHIEF 
OORPON 
RIOHT 
AWAY. 



WE'LL HAVE HIM 
STATION POLICE 
OFFICERS 
EQUIPPEP Wll 
<3AS MASKS 
AT EVERY 
LOCATION 
WHERE 
PLANET KINO 
WOULP LIKELY 
SHOW UP. 
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NAME iCHUCKLBz I 
PUANET I'M NO I 
KINO. MONSTER. I 
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6-0 THAT PAY 
POESN'T WORK 
ON LIVING- 
THING-S... 
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Jiro Kuwata 



LAST EPISODE... 

Suspecting Bark, Hr Norbett's 
assistant, of being Planet King, 
Batman and Robin barge in on 
the man in bis apartment, only 
to find bim intoxicated. Just 
then, a special bulletin on tbe 
radio announces that Planet 
King has struck again! 
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AS A MATTER 
OF FACT, I PIPN'T 
KNOW I WAS 
PLANET KINO. 
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ONE OFFICER WHO 
REOAINEP CONSCIOUSNESS 

IN THE HOSPITAL MUTTEREP 

( PICK, LISTEN TO THIS/ \ &2) 

( THREE PRISONERS ON \ ^ 

V THEIR WAY TO START 

\ SERVING LIFE SENTENCES 

IT MUST HAVE B u _. THAT ( WHAT A 

BEEN OPERATEP HELICOPTER V MINP- 

BY REMOTE A HAP NO ] BLOWER/ 

CONTROL. /A PILOT/ V 

^ Lr-Ti ! — 

1 r—ri 

Meanwhile, 
the three 
criminals 
were 

transported 
to a 

7- 

A ROBOT? 

WHAT COULP IT 
MEAN, BRUCE? 

^Lr r^^\\ \ H 

® /■/t 

Ll>^ << 


MM, WHO KNOWS 

AT THIS POINT? 

I JUST HOPE IT 
POESN'T PORTENP 

A MAJOR CRIME. 

Utt 

© 

@ /’/•* 

\ ' 1 1 f - 

ANYWAY,! 

' WONPER WHO 

BROUGHT 

US HERB. 
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JUST REMEMBER 

ONE THINS/ 

WHILE THE ROBOT V- 

IS BEINS REPAIRED, J 

COME UP WITH YOUR / 
NEXT CRIME/ 

3ppFT$]^ 
\w£pi II 1 1 

*" ( WHAT ARE 

^■PR-/ " / you STANPINS 

1 AROUNP FOR, 


...BUT IF you 

'^V 1 FAIL ASAIN, YOUR 

^ LIFE SHALL BE 

THE ROBOT'S 
OKAy, SO I'LL 

LET yOU OFF 

THE HOOK THIS 
TiME— __ 

V. 

fk 
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Just what hind of article did 
Batman ash the newspaper to 
publish? the next day, 
"Scorpion" Byrne rushed into 
Dr. Ooras's study with a 
newspaper in his hand. 
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MORTON JEWELERS 1$ 
OONNA KEEP THE CROWN A 
COUPLE PAYE TO PERFORM 
ROUTINE MAINTENANCE ON IT. 





































































































































If 

gl5§ 


-Jli 

SO VOU HAP 

THE ROBOT 

EASILY KNOCK 

OUT THE NIOHT 
WATCHMEN WITH 
SLEEP OAS... 
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I'VE BEEN 
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The bioplasm in the 
cave has turned 
Ferris, the escaped 
convict, into a 
clag-thinq. And yet 
he has survived... 
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The estate of 
Mrs. Banda, a 
multi-millionaire 
who collects 
famous works 
of art from 
around the 
world. 



128 




















































Meanwhile, 
Bruce had just 
finished iiis 
patrel when 
lick arrived 
heme with 
seme odd 
news... 



BUT PON'T YOU THINK IT'S 
WEIRP THAT SOMEONE SHE 
HOLPS IN ESTEEM ISN'T 
AUREAPy FAMOUS? 


WHAT'S SO 
STRANOE ABOUT 
THAT? 
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oh, no; 

I PIPN'T 
MAKE IT 
IN TIME' 
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WE CAME RUEHIN6 
RIOHT OVER, WHEN 
EUPPENUY, A WAUKINO 
EDIT OF ARMOR 
APPEAREP.' WE FIREP 
AT IT REPEATEPLY, ANP 
LUCKILy FOR WHOEVER'E 
INEIPE, THE BULUETE 
BOUNCEP OFF. 
UNLUCKILY FOR UE, 

HE KNOCKEP UE 
ALL OUT' 
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BELIEVE IT OR NOT, 
THERE'S SOMETHIN© 
EVEN MORE PRESSING, 
BATMAN' BEFORE 
COMIN© IN, I RECEIVEP 
A REPORT ON ANOTHER 
ROBBERY LIKE 
" "S THAT JUST 
HAPPENEP. 
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LAST EPISODE... 

In one evening, Gotham City has been plagued by 
a spate of bizarre robberies, perpetrated by a 
robber in a diving suit, middle-aged knights from 
the Middle Ages, and a showgirl at a Chinatown 
temple. Got who is the mastermind behind these 
criminal oddities? Batman disguised himself as 
Nick, a recently deceased gangster, in order to 
get information from Gotham's onderworld. 
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FOR INSTANCE, I CAN'T 
EVEN REMEMBER WHY 
WE HIT THAT MUSEUM 
TONIOHT. 
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THEN WHERE'S THE 
BOSE WE OOTTA 
PELIVER THE 
eoovs to? 



. SO THAT'S WHY 
1 WE TEAMEP UP TO 
STEAL A COUPLE 
OF SUITS OF ARMOR 
VI THE MUSEUM. 



SO THAT'S WHAT 
THIS IS...IT EXPLAINS 
WHY THERE'S BEEN 
ONE OPPBALL CRIME 
AFTER ANOTHER. 


THAT NI6HT, AT 
MIPNIOHT, WE 
OOTTA eo IN 
‘STUME, WITH THE 
MERCHANPISE, 
TO PIER 13. 
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WHAT'S THIS? 

just one cm> 

THAT'S NOT A 
VOTE FOR 
BATMAN' 











































































nmi 

usm? 

MYSELF/ 

WELL, THEN, 

WHO PIP 
you pur? 

( WOULP YA (3ET A 

V LOAP OF THIS? NOT 

=s=S ONE OF THESE CARPS 

--3 SAYS BATMAN/ 

X. ->RV\. 


§g| 


>§||J§| 

Lifgg~ 

f THEN ALL OF YOU 

L VOTEP FOP 

r YOURSELVES. 

I'M THE ONLY ONE 
WHO VOTEP FOR 

L SOMEBOPY ELSE. 



SO BATMAN IS THE 
WINNER AFTER ALL. 
HBH-HBH-HeH... 
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The islanders believed the cat's 
spirit possessed the cloth and 
they treated the material as a 
treasure, through the years, a 
legend was passed down, that 
whoever was enveloped in that 
cloth would have nine lives. 



However, a white 
man with a dark 
heart visited 
the island and 
secretlg stole 
the cloth away. 
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I THINK you ALREAPy KNOW 
THAT BILLIONAIRE MR. TALBOT 
HAS COMB BACK FROM AFRICA 
WITH A RARE ANIMAL IN TOW? 



































ANP THE LAST TIME X 
ENCOUNTEREP HIM, 

I HAP HIM CORNEREP 
ATOP A GAS TANK. HE 
BLEW UP THE TANK 
HIMSELF, COMMITTING 
SUICIPE. 
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MY CAPS IB 
MAPB OUT 
OF A CLOTH 
POBBBBBBP 
BY THB BPIRIT 
OF A CAT 
WITH NINB 
UVBB. 
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| EVEN AEEUMING THAT'E 
| TRUE, IF HIE POEEEEEEP 

BUT HE'E EUPPOEEP 
TO BE IMMORTAL, 

I COULPN'T EAY. / m H4T 
burnep to peath > ...sErJ,™ 

CAPE WENT UP IN FLAMEE, 
l IT'E THE SNPJPFTHB LINE 

PROTECTEP BY A 
CAT EPIRIT ANP 

ALL THAT. 

IN THE FIRE, 7 HAPPENEP 
PERHAPS- J^CATMAN? 

py ^ tw 





pS. Jui 


BUT My TAKE IE THAT HIE LIFE 
HAE BEEN EAVEP A NUMBER 
OF TIMEE THROUGH PUMB 
LUCK ALONE, EO HE BOUGHT 
INTO THE LEGENP OF THE 
CAPE, CONVINCING 
HIMEELF HE WAE 
IMMORTAL. 
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6i> ( 

A __ ) WE WEREN'T 

/ ANYWHERE 

/ mmkl NEAR THE 

/ flVv LIOHTHOOP 
/ T CANS LAST 

~ 0HT 

<ss 

/ / 

) THAT'S CORRECT, 

( CHIEF. WE HAVE NO 

1 MEMORY OF NABBIN6 

\ THE LI6HTHOOP SANS. 

r7u\il 

\ \1 

6,7 ) BUT THAT POSSN'T 

[ MAKE ANY SENSE. 

YOU HANP-PEUIVEREP 

4^ V ^^^them to 

|^^^^K^K\1)NBEUE v ABLE! J THAT 

V ) \ / WASN'T US. 

m 

\ \a ms®5 

COME TO THINK WHAT PIP 

OF IT, YOU PIPN'T WE SAY TO 

SAY A WORP. JUST YOU? 

PROPPEP THEM 5*^ ^ 

OFF AN? LEFT... pAD"— 

jflHwJ OUT THEIR 
IPENTITIES. 

7/ / 

L_V MAYBE THEY'P 

- 7 THE PHANTOM 

. 1 FROM THE 

A-~yt hauntep 

/Jfcl HOUSE. 

:e ) 

5 / A PUPUCATE 

y T^W PYNAMIC PUO? 

MM! 
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LOOK AT THAT/ OUR 
POPPBU DANGERS ARE RIGHT 
IN THE THICK OF IT/ 
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L YOU'RE ( 

" • ---'-^ --^^f SAYINO THAT'S / T-THERE 
OHOSTE.'^^JT Ha 

. -=msm£^i:, PIPN'T CATCH f 

THAT, FTcTZE" 1 

freeze 
w¥% X * OP X'UL 

r% A \ SHOOT' 

^Cbu, 

: fa&l 

= «sH 


-w f 

> WRON6, CHIEF' 

/ THE BULLETS WENT 

V THROUGH HIM' 

_jPj^ ^11 

WHAT ARE YOU 
POINO?.' HOW COULP 
YOU MISS HIM FROM 
THIS PISTANCE?.' YOU 
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A SHOET TV WHAT? 

ROBBEP A 

BANK ANP THEN f 1 1' 

VANIEHEP INTO } 1J 

THIN AIK? | 


BEFORE TONISHT, 1 

THEY'VE JUET APPEARSP 

TO ETEAL OUK WORK == 

RISHT OUT FROM 5 

UNPER LIE... 

|/®| MW... MAYBE 

H THIE HAE EOMETHINS 
-AA mt/KM TO PO WITH THE 

n fake batman 

IT PrlBf If ||P ANP ROBIN. 

COME HERE. WE'RE 

SOI NO TO UEE THIE 

TO REVEAL THE 
IPENTITIEE OF THOEE 
PARN (3HOSTS. 

EITHER WAY, 

EVERY TIME WE 

TRY TO CATCH 
THEM, THEY 

SO POOF' 

y\ f 

yA-*'-OL f ...BUT NOW IT 
/ -^7 LOOKE LIKE 

/ ( THEY'VE ETARTEP 

/ jjW TO TURN BAP. 

— ~v.V=n P*" j 

IT'E A POWPER 
■■W”' 1 THAT CONTAINE 

■N 1 ( A EPECIAL 

r-«, V RAPIATION' 

IfU 

PANSEROUE, / WHAT 

1 SO YOU BETTER 1 IE IT? 
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Jino Kuwata 
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THERE'S LIKE BARTH, 

THIS PLANET 
5 POOP, HAS OXY6EN 
, ANP WATER. 



THAT'S THE OPTIMISTIC 
VERSION/ WHAT IF WE 
STARVE TO PEATH 
FIRST? I'M FAMISHEP 
RIOHT NOW/ 



MAYBE WE'LL 
FINP OUT OUR 
REASON FOR 
BEIN<3 HERE 
ALONO THE 
WAY. 
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people' I lives... 

_VC>LJ PEALLy ARE 

^pi i W 

irj 

-WHAT?') NO ' WE Re 
WI1A I '' ) NOTOOINOTO 
/ STANP APOUNP 
—"L ANP LET YOU 

KILL THEM. 

W\ rz^ 

" ' M:- ( CAN you IMAGINE J 

rrY ^ / what'5 eo\we TO ( y-you 

W-'' ■ / Jl HAPPEN TO v WSULTBP 
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MW ' ilfl 

6YAAA! 
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Moonstar magazine ad 



A variety of toys came out to capitalize on the TV 
show, such as Batman-themed Aoshin tin toys and 
Imai Kagaku plastic models. While most products 
were based on the show, the items noted below are 
confirmed to have been related to the Kuwata version. 

Moonstar Shoes: Illustrations on the shoes 

Menko: Reproductions from the Kuwata version 

Flying Batman: Batarang-style toy 

Pasteboard with reproductions from the Kuwata version 

Shonen Gaho 20 th Anniversary Manga Handkerchief: 
One illustration 


Ad text: These Moonstar Shoes are Cool! 


ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIALS FOR KUWATA’S BATMAN 


Lord Death Man 
Dr. Faceless 
The Human Ball 

The Revenge of Professor Gorilla 

Go Go the Magician 

The Man who Quit Being Human (*}) 

The Revenge of Clayface 

The Hangman of Terror 

Fiend of the Masquerade Festival 

Mystery of the Outsider 

The Monster of Gore Bay 

The Crimes of Planet King 

Robot Robbers 

The Robbery Contest 
The Mysterious Catman 
Ghost Batman 
Space Duel 


Shonen King #23-25, ’66 
Shonen King #26-28, '66 
Shonen King #29-31, '66 
Shonen King #32-34, '66 
Shonen King #35-37,'66 
Shonen King #38-41, '66 
Shonen King #42-45, '66 
Shonen King #46-49,'66 
Shonen King #50, '66; #1, '67 
Shonen King #2-6, '67 
Shonen King #7-11, '67 
Shonen King, #12-15, ‘67 
Shonen Gaho #7-8, ‘66 
Shonen Gaho #9,'66 
Shonen Gaho #10-11, '66 
Shonen Gaho #12, '66 
Shonen Gaho #1-2, '67 
Shonen Gaho #3-4, '67 


BATMAN #180 
DETECTIVE COMICS #319 
DETECTIVE COMICS #347 
DETECTIVE COMICS #339 
DETECTIVE COMICS #353 
BATMAN #165 
DETECTIVE COMICS #304 
DETECTIVE COMICS #355 
DETECTIVE COMICS #309 
DETECTIVE COMICS #356 
DETECTIVE COMICS #297 
DETECTIVE COMICS #296 
BATMAN #42 
DETECTIVE COMICS 298 
BATMAN #152 
DETECTIVE COMICS #325 
BATMAN #175 
DETECTIVE COMICS #299 


SURPRISING ANIME ADAPTATION 


On April 1“ 2011, an episode of Batman: The Brave and the Bold, airing on America’s Cartoon Network, featured the 
anime adaptation of Kuwata’s version of Batman. The episode was markedly different than the rest of the series, with 
retro touches that closely resembled the 50s and 60s, the ideal episode for an April Fool's joke. The story was inspired 
by chapters 2 and 3 of the "Lord Death Man” tale published in Shonen King. The show’s opening was an homage to the 8 
Man anime, while the story had a sepia tone. This is definitely a must-see episode. Currently, it can be seen sporadically in 
reruns on Japan's Cartoon Network. 



, who works for the Science Institute of Japan, is a 
m DETECTIVE COMICS #151. 




ANALYZING JIRO KUWATA’S “BATMAN” 

Mizuki Sugawara (Jiro Kuwata researcher) 


PRODUCTION BACKGROUND 

At the time, Jiro Kuwata was working on multiple 
manga series, including Elite and Spade J for 
Shonen Gahosha. When Batman became a TV 
series, the same publishing company got an 
exclusive contract for the rights to adapt the 
adventures of the Caped Crusader in Japan. Kuwata 
was tapped to write and draw the series, but 
to accept the challenge, he had to end his two 
current series. The editorial department provided 
Kuwata with the original comics and translated 
scripts, but he felt they wouldn’t go over well 
as is with Japanese readers, so he used rough 
approximations of the original stories and scenes, 
but tailored them for his Japanese audience. 

COMPARING TO THE ORIGINAL 
DC COMICS VERSION 

The first memorable episode was published in 
Shonen King, based on the original story from the 
latest issue of BATMAN at the time, #180. Other 
current stories were also chosen to be adapted in 
the pages of King. Between the colored title pages, 
frequent covers of the magazine, introductory 
articles on the Dark Knight, and many story pages 
that used two-color printing, it was obvious that 
Shonen Gahosha was enthusiastic about BATMAN. 

The manga version would take the original one- 
part story and divide it into multiple chapters, 
devoting about two to three times more pages to 
the story compared to the original. This allowed 
dynamic compositions and panel layouts that 
couldn’t be done in the original and made it 
possible to create a tale with real impact. The 
merits of this style are especially obvious in "The 
Man who Quit Being Human.” The original story 
featured a being that resembled the titular The 
Amazing Colossal Man, a movie from 1957, but 
Kuwata rearranged elements, taking an alien that 
appeared in a different episode and remaking it 
into a stylish future human. Kuwata also brought 
more depth to the tale by adding a daughter that 
wasn't present in the original. 

It took Kuwata about two months to establish 
his “Batman style” for the series. To present an 
American superhero comic book atmosphere, he 
added muscular definition. Back when Kuwata 
was working on Elite, he began drawing scenery 


in detail, a practice he increased for this series, 
making the backgrounds even more elaborate. I 
believe his experience drawing illustrated stories 
aided him in this regard. Henceforth, the art for 
all of Kuwata’s series had an increasing amount of 
fine detail, which can probably be traced back to 
his work on BATMAN. 

Hardly any of Batman’s regular stable of villains such 
as the Joker and the Penguin appear in Kuwata’s 
version. It’s likely that he deemed characters from 
nearly 20 years prior to be outdated. 

KUWATA’S TAKE ON SUPERMAN 

In 1959, before BATMAN, Shonen Gahosha 
published a Japanese edition of SUPERMAN. 
Tatsuo Yoshida did the original serialized stories 
of Superman, but in an interview for Batmangal 
(*1), Kuwata reveals that he was approached first 
about doing a Superman series years before 
BATMAN, but turned the gig down because he 

Even before that, in 1956, Kuwata did a serialized 
illustrated story called Rocket Tarou (*2). This 
was Kuwata’s first foray into superheroes and was 
partially an homage to Superman. One can also 
catch sight of several elements that connect to 
Kuwata’s later hero series. 



Superman of Justice Rocket Tarou byjiro Kuwata 
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